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The second subject on which I wish to speak is the prevention
of pitting. This I would not say anything about did I not so
often see it in my travels as blemishes which might have been
prevented had only the means been applied. These means are
olive oil and glycerine, which are to be applied over the sur-
face. It has a very soothing effect and cools the part, so that
there is not that desire on the part of the patient to scratch
it, and, as he thinks, to relieve the part in that way. I have
often applied cream with similar advantage.

I remain, Sir, yours faithfully,
C. BROOM, M.R.C.S.Kidderminster Infirmary, April, 1865,

ASSISTANT-SURGEONS IN CHINA.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I beg to lay the case of the regimental assistant-
surgeons serving in China before you, who are labouring under
far greater grievances than our Indian brethren, and hope you
will kindly advocate their claims ; by doing so you will confer
on the eight unfortunate regimental assistant-surgeons a great
boon.

lst. The regimental medical officers serving in China have
been for years past on Indian pay and allowances, the assistant-
surgeon receiving only JE29 38. lld. a month, with a chance of
head-money; but in consequence of the limited number of
stations they were seldom in a position to draw the latter, so
they had, and have still, to toil on upon the same E29 3s. lld.
a month, no matter what service they have; while the staff
assistant-surgeon of six years’ service, who is on what is called
China pay, receives E47 a month, although he may be junior
to and actually doing duty under the regimental assistant-
surgeon. The difference of pay was stated to arise from the
fact that the staff were on China pay and the regimental on
Indian pay.

2nd. A new Warrant has come out for the Indian medical
officers, and we very naturally thought that, being on Indian
pay and allowances, we should receive the benefit of it; but I
regret to say we have not, with the exception of one, who is
an Indian assistant-surgeon. At present the assistant-surgeons
in the China command are on three different scales of pay-
viz., the regimental, on the old Indian scale ; the Indian

assistant-surgeon, on the new Indian scale; and the staff
assistants, on the China scale: rank being recognised in the
two latter, while it is completely ignored in the former.
This is a plain statement of our case, and by putting it be-

fore you we doubt not that you will advocate our cause as
ably as you have that of the Indian service.

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 
CHINA.CHINA.

THE INDIAN MEDICAL WARRANT.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Will you allow me, through the medium of your
paper, to call the attention of those who care that their
brother medicos have fair play, as well as that of youthful
aspirants to Indian honours, to the following.
The newest Medical Warrant, that of the 7th November, I

1864, although no doubt intended to benefit all the members
of the medical service, has done good to very few, at most to
a very small majority in this " benighted " presidency, as far
as the main point-pay-is concerned. I am a zillah surgeon,
and of about seven years’ standing (and waiting for something
worth having, I might add), but I continue to draw five rupees
and six annas less monthly pay than captains, even when these
officers are enjoying themselves on leave, and fifty-five rupees
less than they draw when performing their arduous regimental
duties. Paragraph 30 of the above Warrant says our salaries
will be revised with reference to Paragraph 29 (the one laying
down the pay for military and administrative officers), but of
course no unseemly haste has been made in doing so, and four
months are clearly insufficient for the purpose ! Meanwhile I
see my juniors drawing 450 rs., or even 600 rs. while with
native corps, and I, who have double the work and more than
double the responsibility, draw net pay 360 rs. 12 a. 10 p.

I trust you will excuse my troubling you with this letter,
but with the thermometer at 90&deg; in the shade, the proverbial
"hope deferred" makes the heart more than usually sick, at ’,
least it does that of ’least it does that of 

Yours faithfully, faithfully, *!
A CONSTANT READER.Madras, March 1865.

DILATATION OF CERVIX UTERI.
To the Editor of THE LANCET. _

SIR,&mdash;Will you allow me to note the fact that the dilator
of the cervix uteri, alluded to by Dr. Gream in last week’s
LANCET, was invented by me, and made for me several years
ago by Mr. Coxeter, and that I have often successfully used it.
It was last year again introduced by Dr. Priestley, who speaks
well of it.

I am. Sir. vour obedient servant,
ROBERT ELLIS, M.R.C.S.Sloane-street, April 10th, 1865.

LIVERPOOL.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE mortality tables of this town present at length a much
more favourable appearance. Though typhus and small-pox
still keep a long way in excess, yet the total number of deaths
for the week ending April 22nd is less by eight than the cor-
rected average of the last ten years would make it. The re-
turns of deaths from zymotic causes for the last twelve weeksare as follows (from Feb. 4th to April 22nd inclusive) :&mdash;

The two first named have been for some months almost in
abeyance, and the mortality from them has been unprecedentedly
low. Measles has been exceedingly prevalent for several weeks,
perhaps as much as in any former year, when the mortality
from it ranked very high; yet it has been of so mild a form
this year, and so seldom accompanied with any complications,
that the deaths keep considerably below the average. This
may be partly owing to the greater care taken of children
during the disease. The exceeding mortality from other causes
that has latterly prevailed has made the poor as well as the
rich more careful over their children, even with measles. The
late Dr. Duncan says in his report for 1860, when 418 deaths
were registered from measles, " that this large proportion was
probably due to the prevalent belief amongst the working
classes that measles is a disease which requires little care, and
that children suffering from it may be allowed to go about as
usual." The habit of giving whisky or some strong spirit to
bring out the measles has fortunately fallen into disrepute,
and, doubtless, helps to account for the diminished per-centage
of fatal cases. The deaths from typhus last week were 34,
being 21 in excess ; and from small-pox 14, being 10 above the
average. Each week latterly the numbers have steadily de-
clined, till the deaths from the two diseases now are but one-
half what they were ten weeks ago.

Dr. Trench, in the very able Report of the Health of Liver-
pool during the year 1864, issued a few weeks ago, enters very
fully into all the circumstances attending the great mortality
of that year; and, under the heads of Indigence and Over-
crowding, Filth and Drunkenness, presents a sad picture of
the Liverpool masses. That there should be no less than 918
deaths in one year from violence alone is sufficiently startling;
yet this is as nothing to the unobserved causes at work under-
mining the public health. One of them, which will serve as
an illustration of what I mean, was made evident at the last

meeting of the Health Committee. The Market Inspector
sent in a report of the difficulties he had met with from the
officials of the different railway companies, on several occasions,
in his attempts to seize large quantities of unsound fish sent to
this town from Lowestoft and other places on the east coast,
for consumption amongst the lower orders of this and other
Lancashire towns. Indeed, the weekly report of the inspectors
of the amount of unwholesome meat and game, as well as fish,
which they destroy, shows too plainly what a traffic goes on
in these things, in spite of all inspection. The injurious effects
of such food must be great on the health of those amongst the
poor who habitually use it, because they cannot afford to buy
any better.
Our Medical Society closed its session on the 20th ult. At

its meeting on March 9th, Dr. Grimsdale related the particu-
lars of four more cases of ovariotomy, three of which were suc-
cessful. As so many of these cases have now been recorded,
it is only necessary to give those leading points which are of
interest to all operators. M. R&mdash;, unmarried; tapped
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twice; operation performed one month after second tapping. A
unilocular cyst of right ovary was found, having several adhe-
sions ; the pedicle broad and lengthy. She made a good reco-
very. A. D-, a delicate girl, aged eighteen, with weak
chest; tapped four times; operation performed one month
after last tapping. The peritoneum was found very closely
adherent to the tumour, but no adhesions posteriorly or in the
pelvis. The peduncle was long and thin, and proceeded from
the right ovary. She remained in a very weak condition for
some time after the operation, and alarming chest symptoms
manifested themselves, which were relieved by the free appli-
cation of blistering fluid to the chest, and she ultimately did
well. In the third case, also an unmarried woman, aged
twenty-four, the tumour was connected with the right ovary,
and was removed without any preliminary tapping ; but at the
time of the operation twelve pints of thick portery fluid were
-drawn off. The pedicle was of fair length. She made a rapid
recovery. In these three cases the clamp was used, and the
wound closed by four or five deep and two or three superficial
sutures. The fourth patient, a married woman, aged thirty-
two, had a large semi-solid multilocular tumour of the left
ovary, with scarcely any fluctuation to be detected. She had
been tapped a year and a quarter before, and three quarts of
thick fluid were withdrawn. When operated upon, an incision
was made from two inches above the umbilicus to the pubes.
The tumour was very adherent in front, and down in the
pelvis most formidable adhesions existed; and after these
were overcome, a pedicle so broad and thick was found that it
was impossible to embrace it with the largest-sized clamp. It
was therefore transfixed, tied in four separate portions, and
the ligature cut short. There was great collapse, and she died
twenty hours after the operation. More recently Mr. Bicker-
.steth operated upon a fifth case at the Royal Infirmary, which
has done well.
At the meeting of the Society on the 6th ult. Dr. Grimsdale

related the case of a young lady, aged fifteen, from whose
bladder a calculous concretion, formed on a large hair-pin, had
been removed. Six months previously she complained of pain
during the menstrual period, became hysterical, and was sus-
pected to be guilty of masturbation. She would not submit
to a thorough examination till a fortnight ago, when a foreign
body was at once detected. There was also a considerable
tumefaction above and to the left side of the symphisis pubis,
which was doubtless caused by inflammatory action. It would
have resulted in the expulsion of the foreign body, if it had
not been otherwise removed. The urethra was rapidly dilated
with Weiss’s instrument, and then with a forceps the calculus
was drawn out. On the second day after the operation she
was able to pass urine voluntarily, and very soon possessed
full power over the bladder. Considerable discussion followed
.as to which was the best method of removing calculi from the
female bladder, whether by dilating or incising the urethra.
Dr. Nottingham advocated the latter method, and showed a
very large calculus lately removed by Mr. Harris in that way,
in which instance no incontinence of urine followed. This case,
which was an exceedingly interesting one from its rarity, the
large size of the calculus, and the fact of its discovery being
made during the latter stage of parturition, was more fully
related at the next meeting by Dr. Nottingham, whose paper
.also contained a resum&eacute; of nearly all that is known of calculus
in the female bladder, and went to prove that no one method
of abstracting the stone has the preference.

There is a certain so-called Cancer Hospital in this town.
Its character and status in the eyes of the profession here may
be gathered from the following resolution, which was proposed
.at the last meeting of the members of the Medical Institution
"That the attention of the council be drawn to the fact thai
the vice-president of the Institution is a member of the com.
mittee of a certain so-called Cancer Hospital." This was
,carried with but one dissentient voice.
May 2nd, 1865. 

_________________

PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

THE first of the historical lectures at the Faculty of Medi-
cine, which I noticed in my last letter, was delivered by M.
Yerneuil, and was attended with the greatest success. The
talented lecturer, who is one of the promoters of these con-
f&eacute;rences, as they are here called, must have been doubly satis-
fied with this brilliant result, and whilst receiving the tribute

of applause due to his abilities as an orator, he must have
augured the success of the idea which inspired these lectures,
and which is, to excite amongst the students a taste for
erudition and the pursuit of medical literature. The subject
of the lecture was, " The Learned Surgeons, and Antoine
Louis in particular." I will not follow the lecturer in his rapid
course, from Hippocrates to the present time, through the
Grecian, the Alexandrian, the Arabian, and the Italian epochs
of medical science ; I will only notice a few points of this ex.
cellent discourse, which was a long and able vindication of the
rights and advantages of erudition. The orator drew a spirited
and happy picture of the way in which medicine and medical
men are generally considered by the public. He supposes a

young student just come to Paris, and who is passing an even-
ing in society, lay people, all enjoying good health and suffi.
ciently educated. " Young man," says one of the party,
" medicine is a priesthood !"-a solemn formula which, trans-
lated into vulgar language, signifies that the medical man is a
being who forms an exception in society ; who, in good or in
ill health, at day or at night, in December or in August, at
Paris or in a hamlet, gratuitously or for a meagre remunera-
tion, which may be calculated at an average of two francs,
must devote himself, body and soul, to his fellow-men. Some
one else will affirm with assurance, that medicine is but a
tissue of conjectures, which has made no progress since
Hippocrates; he does not believe in it. Speak to him of
surgery ; there everything is positive--one sees what is to
be done, and acts unhesitatingly and without difficulty.
Thanks to this benevolent individual in the name of surgeons!
And now a third person, a practical man, considers medicine
as a profession like any other - that is to say, a trade
by which a livelihood may be gained. Health is a commodity
which may be purchased and sold. The whole concern, in a
word, may be compared to the art of bringing up rabbits, and
of thus making a revenue of 3000f. a year. Others, who have
better sense, or who owe to medicine the life of a mother or a
sister or a friend, will admit that it is a useful, beneficent, and
consoling art; and that will be the highest pitch of enco.
mium. But of Science not a word is said: Nature is made
to do everything. Everybody meddles with medicine, either
for himself or his neighbour; everyone judges magisterially,
and keeps in reserve a most curious case of a patient abandoned
by the whole profession, and who got cured by a magnetiser,
a somnambulist, or an extra-lucid medium. In former times
it was sorcerers and exorcists who performed such miracles;
the name has changed, and that is all. Is it asked whether a
medical man is learned ? No. It is only asked whether he
cures, and has given proof of his talents. It is not surprising
that people of the world should thus appreciate medicine.
They enjoy the benefits of the healing art without knowing or
caring to know how they have been arrived at; but the orator
expressed his surprise at seeing medical practitioners in general
affect to disdain erudition, and remain ignorant of the advaii-
tages which our art has derived from it. Much is said in
general about experience, observation, the value of facts, and
the eloquent book of Nature : patient researches into imme-
diate principles and physical laws applicable to our machine
find but few admirers; and as to erudition, it is considered a
superfluity. How many pleasant jokes on savants&mdash;their air,
their dress, their manners and character! It is time that a
just tribute of praise be paid to those men who write or com-
pile, and transmit to succeeding generations the maxims of
art and the treasures of experience. Those who spend their
whole time in visiting patients do but little for the advance-
ment of science. Hundreds of able practitioners may exer-
cise their art with success; but if there is no one to collect
and embody their experience in a palpable and transmissible
form, that experience is lost for science. The orator gave
numerous examples of this truth, and showed that whenever
and wherever science was neglected, art was sure to suffer.
But I must cut short, in order not to exceed the space which
is allotted me, and will conclude with M. Verneuil’s definition
of erudition. It does not, he said, consist in the simple know-
ledge of books and editions, in the compilation of old texts,
and in familiarity with dead or living languages. The erudite
must know, but he must also judge and discern. In order to
judge well, he must be a man of action; for the contemplation
and the meditation of books do not alone suffice. He must
justify his judgment, or in other words demonstrate truth.

, And therefore erudition is, to compile in order to prove some-, 

thing; its means are reading, action, judgment; and its object
’ 

is to search for truth in order to reveal it. Such is the model
’ of a scholar, not to mention his moral qualities : tenacity,
! perspicacity, penetration, disinterestedness, patience, courage,


